
Types of Retaining Walls 

Gravity Walls 
Use their own weight to hold back soil. They are best suited for shorter walls and are 
typically built with stone, concrete, or large retaining blocks. 

Cantilever Walls 
Use a reinforced concrete base and vertical wall to resist soil pressure. They are 
commonly used for medium to taller retaining walls. 

Sheet Pile Walls 
Use interlocking steel, vinyl, or wood sheets driven deep into the ground. They are ideal 
for tight spaces, soft soils, and areas near water. 

Reinforced Soil / MSE Walls 
Combine compacted soil with reinforcing materials such as geogrids or steel strips. They 
provide strong support and are commonly used for taller walls and larger projects. 

Anchored Walls 
Use anchors or tiebacks installed into the soil or rock behind the wall for additional 
strength. They are often used for taller walls or areas with heavy loads. 

Gabion Walls 
Use wire baskets filled with rock or stone. They provide excellent drainage and offer a 
natural, durable appearance. 

Crib Walls 
Use interlocking wood or concrete frames filled with stone or crushed rock. They provide 
stability while allowing for good drainage.


